CRITERIA FOR IDENTIFYING “CLOSE CONTACTS” TO A CONFIRMED CASE
If a student, teacher or caregiver is diagnosed with Covid-19 the school will expedite actions to identify people who could or will be classified as a “close contact”.
Close contacts will be required to immediately enter a 14-day self-isolation period. If they are staff or students, they will not be permitted back to school until the
14-day self-isolation period has ceased. Close Contacts are currently defined below. The close contact definition may change depending on the nature and
evolving status of the virus.
Close Contact
A close contact is defined as any person with the following
exposure to the case during the case’s infectious period,
without appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE).

1
Person has direct contact
with the case, their body
fluids or their laboratory
specimens.

2
Presence in the same room
in a health care setting
when an aerosolgenerating procedure is
undertaken on the case.

3
Living in the same
household or householdlike setting (e.g., shared
section of a hostel)

4
Having spent a prolonged
period (e.g. two hours or
longer) in the same close
indoor environment (such
as a classroom, workplace,
gatherings, general
practice or ED waiting
room)

5
Having been seated in the
same row or 2 rows in front
or behind the case on any
conveyance.

6
Having been face-to-face
(within one metre of the
case) for more than 15
minutes in any setting.
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At this point this criterion is predominantly for surveillance purposes.

CLASSIFICATIONS OF CLOSE CONTACTS CASES
To reduce the risk of further infection contacts will be expected to stay at home and avoid contact with others for a recommended period. This period will be
set by health officials and is not at the discretion of KingsWay School. It is presently 14 days of self-isolation for those established as close contacts. It will be
assumed that during this period of self-isolation close contacts will be tested to identify if they are carrying the Covid-19 virus. Once testing has occurred, they
will be placed into one of 5 categories.

Close Contact Categorized

Under Investigation
A case that has been
notified, but information is
not yet available to classify
it as suspect, probable or
confirmed.

Suspected
The patient is classified as a
suspected case, pending
further investigation, if they
satisfy both the clinical and
epidemiological criteria.

Probable
A case that meets both
clinical and epidemiological
criteria where other known
aetiologies that fully explain
the clinical presentation have
been excluded, and either
has laboratory suggestive
evidence or for whom testing
for SARS-CoV-2 is inconclusive.

Confirmed
A case that has
laboratory definitive
evidence.

Not a case
A case that has been
investigated and
subsequently found not
to meet either the
probable or confirmed
case definition.
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SCREENING FLOW CHART FOR SOMEONE WHO APPEARS ILL AT SCHOOL
Assess whether the person or child has any of the following:
•
High fever (or feel feverish and hot)
•
Headache, fatigue and weakness
•
Sore throat, cough, chest discomfort, difficulty in breathing
•
Muscle aches and pains.
•
Been overseas recently to an affected country
•
Been in contact with someone diagnosed with Covid-19.
Yes, has two or more symptoms described
above, and been overseas OR in contact
with some diagnosed
Person unwell. May be considered as
possible case of Covid-19.

No symptoms, as described above

Unlikely to be Covid-19.
•
Reassure
•
Advise them or the parents/whānau
to visit their doctor.

Fill in the suspected Covid-19
Notification Form. Take names of
contacts (those who have been
within one metre of them or in an
enclosed place for more than 60
minutes).
Obtain a surgical mask for the person ill
at school and organise for them to
leave school immediately. Suggest they
or their family call their doctor by
telephone to advise that they have
been in contact with a suspected
Covid-19 case.
Arrange for cleaning of the area where
they have been.

Advise contacts that they have
been in contact with suspect
case. Ask contacts to go home
and to stay there until advised
otherwise.

12

